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A Japanese court has passed 
judgment on a second Yeshiva 
student, Yaakov Grinwald, 
for his involvement in an 
attempt to smuggle 90,000 
ecstasy pills into that country 
two years ago. 

Grinwald has been sen-
tenced to six years in prison, 
less 500 days, plus a fine of 
4 million Japanese Yen. The 
Japanese prosecution had re-
quested a 13-year prison sen-
tence, including forced labor.

The judge took into consid-
eration that Grinwald was not 
actively involved in the crime, 
did not have actual knowledge 
of the crime and was an inex-
perienced student. However, he 
should have known better.

Israeli Attorney Mordechai 
Tzivin is representing Mr Grin-
wald. It is likely, if there is no 
appeal that Grinwald will be 
sent to Fuchu prison. He will 
likely be transferred to Israel 
eventually, but this could take 
up to a year.

As previously reported by 
Jewish Times Asia, in May 
2009, Grinwald together with 
Yoel Goldstein and Yosef 
Banda, were arrested and held 
in a Japanese jail. A “friend” 
offered the three students 
US$1000 each to carry suitcas-
es with supposed antiques from 
Amsterdam to Tokyo. 

Once in Japan, they were 
going to be met by a third party 
to collect the antiques. They 
were told everything was le-
gal, so the students suspected 
nothing. Customs officials in 
Japan detected the drugs inside 
a false-bottom in each of the 
three suitcases. The street value 

of the ecstasy pills seized was 
estimated at US$3.6 million.

Ben Zion Miller, the drug-
smuggler who enticed the 
Yeshiva students, was arrested 
by Israeli police in February 
of 2009 and since has been 
indicted on a series of drug-
trafficking charges. Police 
believe Miller worked for an 
Israeli criminal group and may 
be connected to the notorious 
Abergil family.

Yosef Banda, who was the 
first to be tried, and a minor at 
the time of the arrest, was sen-
tenced to 5 years in prison plus 
a fine. After sentencing, Japan 
agreed to deduct 274 days of his 
imprisonment in that country 
from the total, as time served. 
At the end of the 5 years, the 
Japanese verdict stipulates that 
the courts in Israel may, under 
certain circumstances, add an-
other 3 years of imprisonment 
to his sentence.

Banda was flown from 

Tokyo to Israel as part of the 
Prisoner Transfer Agreement, 
which Israel signed with Japan. 
He is the 6th Israeli to be trans-
ferred back under this agree-
ment. 

The Japanese Justice Min-
ister signed Banda’s transfer 
on 24 February 2010 after 5 
months of negotiations. Banda 
will serve the balance of his 
sentence in Israel, but it is ex-
pected he will be given substan-
tial time off for good behaviour.

For the first time since his 
apprehension, Banda ate kosher 
food on his way from the Chiba 
prison in Japan to the airport in 
Tokyo, courtesy of his brother 
Yonah. Banda lost a great deal 
of weight in prison, because 
of the inability to provide him 
with Kosher food there.

Attorney David C. Bux-
baum who assisted Banda in 
Japan said, “I was absolutely 
delighted to visit with him at 
the Hong Kong airport, where 

he was transferring planes. The 
Israeli security police who were 
accompanying him were most 
kind in letting me talk with 
him.”

Buxbaum said Mr Matsuo, 
lead counsel and Ms Tarao, trial 
counsel “did an outstanding 
job, as did head translator Mitzi 
Ing.”

The prayers and the emo-
tional support from Jewish 
people and communities around 
the world have helped to sustain 
the three students through these 
hard years.

Goldstein’s trial is set to be-
gin in May.

Fuchu prison cell
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Recent unrest and dis-
turbances from Gaza last 
month killed a Thai foreign 
worker in Israel. 

A rocket fired from Gaza 
exploded in Netiv Ha’asara, 
part of the Ashkelon coast.

The Qassam rocket hit a 
greenhouse and the 30 year 
old worker was killed.  The 
rocket destroyed adjacent in-
frastructure.

Leading Asian science institutions 
attend conference in Israel
For the first time in Israel, 
17 presidents and heads of 
national science institutions 
and international scientific 
organisations, convened to ex-
press their confidence in and 
to salute the accomplishments 
of Israeli science. 

And also to celebrate the 
50th anniversary of the Israel 
Academy of Sciences and Hu-
manities. 

The conference took place 
during the National Science 
Week, on 14 March, which co-
incides with the birthday of Al-
bert Einstein.

The International Presi-
dents’ Conference titled “Sci-
ence and Accountability” took 
place a week later in Jerusalem 
at the Israel Academy of Sci-
ences, with the participation of 
the President of Israel, Mr Shi-
mon Peres, Knesset Chairman 
Mr Reuven (Ruby) Rivlin and 
Israel’s Science Minister Pro-
fessor Daniel Hershkovitz.

Among the participants 
from Asia were leaders from 
China, Taiwan, India and Japan. 
Other major country partici-
pants included USA, UK, Po-
land and Sweden. 

In addition, participating in 
the conference, were prominent 

of the Academy’s General As-
sembly. 

“The founding fathers 
looked upon the Academy of 
Sciences’ establishment as the 
creation of a centre of knowl-
edge and scientific authority 
which can help the young na-
tion when issues of a scientific 
nature are raised.  During the 
course of the past 50 years, the 
state seldom turned to the Acad-
emy for assistance, but recently, 
a marked improvement has 
taken place in this arena,” Yaari 
commented. 

He reaffirmed the Acad-
emy’s willingness to provide 
knowledge-based assistance to 
decision-makers, as long as it is 
required.

Israeli public figures and acad-
emy members, among them the 
four Israeli Nobel Prize win-
ners: Professors Israel Aumann, 
Aaron Ciechanover, Avram 
Hershko, and Ada Yonath.

President of the Israel Acad-
emy of Sciences and Humani-
ties, Professor Menahem Yaari, 
described the conference as a 
pivotal turning point in the ad-
vancement of international sci-
entific relations of the State of 
Israel and a salute to the promi-
nent standing of Israeli science 
in the world.

The Academy was estab-
lished in 1960 on the initiative 
of Prime Minister Ben-Gurion, 
who chaired the first meeting 
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Sri Lanka visited by Ambassador Sofer
After the tensions from the 
civil fighting subsided, Sri 
Lanka has become a desti-
nation for businessmen and 
travellers from around the 
world. These include many 
from the Jewish community. 

Israel has opened talks with 
the country hoping to form of-
ficial ties, and recently sent Is-
rael’s Ambassador to India, Mr 
Mark Sofer, on an official visit 
to the neighbouring country.

The ambassador took the 
opportunity to visit the local 
Chabad House, attending an 
social evening held by shliach 
Rabbi Mendy Crombie with 
friends and locals living in Sri 
Lanka.

Nepal and Israel sign agreement on 
cooperation in agriculture
Nepal’s Minister for Agricul-
ture and Cooperatives, Mri-
gendra Kumar Singh Yadav, 
made an official visit to Israel 
in mid-March, at the invita-
tion of Shalom Simhon, Min-
ister of Agriculture and Rural 
Development. 

The visit also coincides with 
the celebration of the 50th An-
niversary of the establishment 

of diplomatic relations between 
the two countries.

 An Agreement on Coop-
eration was signed between the 
government ministers during 
a reception in Jerusalem. The 
signatory parties agreed to co-
operate to contribute to specific 
goals of agricultural develop-
ment, to promote exchange of 
technical and scientific knowl-

edge, to cooperate between their 
respective organisations and to 
develop opportunities for the 
private sector of both countries.

 The visit of Yadav to Israel 
and the signing of the frame-
work agreement is expected to 
pave the way for extension and 
deepening collaboration in the 
agriculture sector for the mutual 
interest of Nepal and Israel.

Menahem Yaari Israel Academy of Sciences and 
Humanities celebrating 50 years

Thousands of people took 
to the streets of the Indo-
nesian capital of Jakarta 
last month, calling to “de-
fend the al-Aqsa Mosque” 
against Israel. 

According to the Jakar-
ta Post, despite heavy rain, 
supporters of the PSK party 
marched from the National 
Monument compound to 
Hotel Indonesia traffic circle 
holding banners which read, 
“Save al-Aqsa Mosque from 
Zionist Israel” and “One man 
one dollar to save Palestine”. 
They also held a large carton 
model of the Temple Mount 
mosque. 

Tri Wisaksana, chairman 
of the party’s Jakarta chap-
ter, promised the bystanders, 
“We will prove Indonesian 
people are ready to support 
any movement to protect 
al-Aqsa, the third holiest 
mosque in the world.”

According to the news-
paper, the rally was a re-
sponse to “Israeli excavation 
to build a tunnel that will 
endanger the foundation of 
al-Aqsa Mosque.” 

The party which organ-
ised the rally called on the 
Indonesian government to 
officially protest the proj-
ect and gather international 
support for a United Nations 
Security Council meeting to 
condemn Israel.

The rally was also at-
tended by senior Indone-
sian politicians. Indonesia is 
the world’s largest Muslim 
country. Some 88% of its 
population of 235 million 
people follow Islam.
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Regional News

Jewish Chinese traditions 
seminar held in Taiwan
 An international symposium 
between Jewish and Chinese 
traditions was held last month 
at the Academia Sinica’s Insti-
tute of Literature and Philoso-
phy in Taipei.

Taiwanese and Israeli schol-
ars from the fi elds of philoso-
phy, literature and history par-
ticipated in the conference.

The event was jointly spon-
sored by the Israel Economic 
and Cultural Offi ce in Taipei 
and Academia Sinica’s Institute. 

Two prominent Israeli sinol-
ogists, Yoav Ariel and Zhang 
Ping, participated in the forum. 

Ariel, is also one of the 
founders of Tel Aviv Univer-
sity’s Department of East Asian 
Studies and a prominent scholar 

in the fi elds of western and east-
ern philosophies. He also serves 
as the University’s Dean of Stu-
dents. 

Zhang, a faculty member in 
the East Asian Studies depart-
ment and an expert on Jewish 
thought, published the fi rst Chi-
nese translation of the Pirkei 
Avot, a classic compilation of 
ethical teachings from lead-
ing rabbinic scholars published 
nearly 1,800 years ago. 

The symposium included 
additional lectures on aspects 
related to the Jewish-Chinese 
dialogue presented by Liu Shu-
hsien, Fang Chi-jung, Tsai Yen-
jen and many others.

Jewish Times Asia celebrates 4 years 

The April 2010 edition marks 
the 4th anniversary of Jew-
ish Times Asia. The monthly 
newspaper was established by 
Publisher and Editor-in Chief 
Philip Jay. 

Though Jewish communities 
have been in Asia for centuries, 
no prior attempt was made to 
publish a regional newspaper. 

When asked about the im-
pact of Jewish Times Asia, Mr 
Jay commented that the contri-
bution to Jewish news and con-
tinuity has increased immensely 
over the past few years as people 
are paying more attention to sto-
ries coming out of this part of 
the world. 

“When we fi rst launched 
there was very little quality con-
tent, but now we are in a fortu-
nate position to pick and choose 
what articles to publish,” he con-
tinued. 

“One important area that 
has defi nitely impacted and in-
creased cooperation is the rela-
tionship with Israel’s Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs and the dip-
lomatic core, including the con-
sulates and embassies around 
the region.” 

The paper provides the 
Jewish community a well-re-
searched and unbiased snapshot 
of news from around the region 
that all Jewish residents can re-
late to. It brings business, arts, 
culture and interviews with lo-
cal personalities into focus and 
provides valuable information 
to locals and visitors on where 
to fi nd their Jewish connections 
in Asia.

 With today’s improved cov-
erage, the print version of Jewish 
Times Asia is available free of 
charge in all countries in the re-
gion to all Jewish communities. 
The newspaper is also available 
to read on-line at: www.jewish-
timesasia.org. 

“As our diverse communi-
ties expand and as Asia becomes 
a powerhouse in the world econ-
omy, so will the depth of the 
news,” Mr Jay emphasised.

Jewish Times Asia is poised 
to become a historical legacy of 
Jewish life in Asia in the 21st 
century. It will continue to be an 
integral part of the fabric of the 
community, keeping our readers 
informed all along the way. 

Jewish Times Asia wishes to 

Jewish Times Asia

The April 2010 edition marks 
the 4th anniversary of 
ish Times Asia. 
newspaper was established by 
Publisher and Editor-in Chief 
Philip Jay. 
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Yoav Ariel

Pirkei Avot available in Chinese

thank their partners, advertis-
ers and readers for making it a 
successful publication and most 
importantly for their continued 
support. 
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Regional News

ZAKA gala dinner to deliver humanitarian support for Asia
To mark the official launch of 
ZAKA Hong Kong, Macau 
and China a tribute gala din-
ner event was held in March at 
the Grand Hyatt Hotel, Hong 
Kong.

ZAKA, the Israel-based 
humanitarian volunteer organi-
sation, has now established a 
ZAKA Rescue and Recovery 
Organisation and will soon es-
tablish a fully equipped ZAKA 
Centre in Hong Kong to serve 
the East Asia region. The unit 
will provide training to local vol-
unteers in emergency prepared-
ness, medical first response and 
disaster management. 

The aim of this civilian vol-
unteer force, which will work in 
full cooperation with the local 
emergency and security services, 
will be to shorten the response 
time to any mass casualty inci-
dent in the region, such as a natu-
ral disaster or a terror attack.

During the dinner the newly 
formed board members were 
presented with a United Nations-
recognised ZAKA volunteer 
identity card.

ZAKA Chairman and 
Founder Yehuda Meshi-Zahav 
spoke during the evening and 
noted that ZAKA’s motto is to 
help those in need, regardless of 
race, religion or creed. “God cre-
ated man in His image. By giv-
ing respect to the dead, as well 
as offering help to the living, we 
show our respect for the image of 
God. Not everyone can deal with 
the difficult scenes that ZAKA 
volunteers deal with on a daily 

support the establishment of the 
regional centre and the training 
of local volunteers. Aharoni ex-
tended an invitation to members 
of the local community across 
East Asia to become part of the 
ZAKA family. “Learn how to 
save lives in the event of a ma-
jor disaster in our region. We 
pray that these skills will never 
be needed – but we must be pre-
pared for every eventuality.”

The hundreds of guests 
watched a movie about ZAKA’s 
life-saving, rescue and recovery 
work in Israel and overseas, in-
cluding the most recent opera-

basis at traffic accidents, ter-
ror attacks and natural disasters, 
but everyone can be part of the 
ZAKA family by supporting the 
volunteers in their sacred work 
and ensuring that they have the 
equipment needed to save lives 
and honour the dead.”

Keynote speaker and former 
head of the Israel Security Agen-
cy Jacob Perry spoke about the 
current political, diplomatic and 
security challenges facing Israel 
and expressed his support for the 
launch of ZAKA in East Asia: 
“The people of Israel are used to 
seeing the men in yellow vests at 
every terror attack and traffic ac-
cident. Now, the rest of the world 
is also recognising the sacred 
work of the ZAKA volunteers.”

Israel Consul-General to 
Hong Kong Mr Amikam Levy 
promised his full support to the 
new ZAKA unit in East Asia: 
“ZAKA reflects the basic tradi-
tions of Judaism – respect, lead-
ership and saving the souls of 
every human being.” 

President of ZAKA Hong 
Kong, Macau and China, Rafael 
Aharoni, generously hosted the 
gala dinner, thereby maximizing 
the monies raised on the night to 

Chairman Yehuda Meshi-Zahav honouring Rafael Aharoni as a President of ZAKA

Israel Consul-General to Hong 
Kong Mr Amikam Levy 

Jacob Perry

ZAKA’s board of directors

 Israeli born Eran Katz, world 
record holder for memory 
was in Hanoi last month to 
launch the release of his two 
best-selling books, Secret of a 
super memory and Jerome be-
comes a genius. 

Katz, who won the Guinness 
world record for remembering 
a list of 500 digits after hear-
ing same only one time, was 
at a book launching ceremony 
held at the Woman and Devel-
opment Centre, Hanoi, with his 
publisher Alpha Books. Also in 
attendance were officials from 
the Israeli embassy. 

Katz shared with partici-

pants some secrets of improving 
the memory, especially some 
tips for students in learning for-
eign languages and preparing 
for examinations. 

Participants delighted in his 
incredible memory stunts. 

Katz donated part of the roy-
alties of these two books to Sao 
Bien Fund, a charity organisa-
tion which was founded and 
chaired by Vietnamese Miss 
World Ngo Phuong Lan. 

During his three-day visit, 
Katz also held talks on memory 
training in Hai Phong, and Ho 
Chi Min City. 

Eran Katz visits Vietnam 

tion in Haiti. ZAKA has opera-
tions in the US, England, France, 
Mexico, Argentina and now 
Hong Kong. 

Local Hong Kong govern-
ment dignitaries lending their 
support for the launch included, 
Tsang Tak-shing, Sec. for Home 
Affairs, Dr York Chow, Sec. for 
Food and Health, Prof Gabriel 
Leung, Under Sec. of Food and 
Health, Judge Michael Hart-
mann, Tang King-shing, Police 
Commissioner, Gregory Lo 
Chun-hung, Dir. of Fire Services 
Anthony Ty Wu, Chairman of the 
Hospital Authority, Dr C H Le-
ong, Chairman of the HK Univ. 

Council, Charles Ng, Asst. Dir. 
General of Invest HK, Cheng 
Kwok-hung, Senior Superinten-
dent, Police, Tam Yiu-keung, 
Asst Comm of HK Customs & 
Excise and Wong Wai Hung, 
Superintendent of Correctional 
Services. 

A tribute event was also held 
in Singapore at the home of the 
Israeli Ambassador Ms Amira 
Arnon, with keynote speaker Ja-
cob Perry. Volunteers from the 
Singapore community will fly to 
Hong Kong for the training pro-
gramme, which is scheduled to 
take place in June 2010. 
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Art and Culture

David Broza’s one night per-
formance on 6 March at Hong 
Kong’s Leo Center, Canadian 
School, was truly exceptional. 
Broza’s concert was hosted by 
the Jewish Womens Associa-
tion of Hong Kong (JWA), a 
registered charity.

Broza sang in Spanish, 
English and Hebrew with his 
guitar for almost two hours. The 
packed audience, a mix of lo-
cal Israeli’s and other nationals, 
delighted in the performance. 
Between songs he provided in-
troductions and explanations on 
his inspirations to the lyrics. His 
voice was incredible and crisp 
and his interludes with Spanish 
guitar playing were riveting.

Descriptions of him as char-
ismatic, vibrant and dynamic 
were validated. 

Broza is one of Israel’s 
finest singer/songwriters, and 
performed his most memorable 
songs including; La Mujer Que 
Yo Quiero - The woman I love; 
The Sebilia river; Por Tu Aus-
encia - For your absence; You 
were born for me; which got 
everyone up on their feet; Como 

Broza’s one night concert deserves an encore

Elsa High School, to sing with 
him his oldest and most known 
song; Yihiye Tov - It will be 
good, a song which he wrote in 
1977 when President Sadat of 
Egypt came to visit Israel. It is a 
song of hope for peace and love. 
The performance of the two was 
very moving and got the crowed 
cheering and standing.

After the concert, Broza was 
received by the Consul Generals 
of Israel and Spain and many 
others who assisted in bringing 

Tu - Like you; and his biggest 
hit Mitachat Lashamaim - Un-
der the sky; again a huge hit 
that everybody sang.

During the concert, Broza 
also played and sang; Do not 
ask if I love you on a signed 
high quality Yamaha guitar 
which will be auctioned at the 
JWA Ball on 25 April.

In his final song at the 
concert, he invited the talented 
May Cohen, a student at the 

him to Hong Kong.

David Broza was truly over-
whelmed with the reception he 
received in Hong Kong. 

Being used to travelling 
around the world playing con-
stantly around North America 
and Europe, he said he had 
never received such a warm 
welcoming and such a mixed 
loving audience in his concerts. 

He said he will never forget 
the visit, which took him for the 
fi rst time in his life East of Jeru-
salem. Broza’s guitar mastery 

 

May Cohen performing with David Broza

David Broza
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Art and Culture

Sculptor Matti Orlo�  to exhibit in 
Hong Kong

Israeli dancers perform 
spontaneous dance in Thailand 
Capoeira dancer/performer, 
Ido Portal and choreogra-
pher, Nir de Volff staged a 
special physical improvisa-
tional dialogue at the Interna-
tional Dance Festival 2010 in 
Bangkok. Their performance 
took place at Benjasiri Park 
on 7 March. 

The show was about try-
ing to copy body and language 
movement material, with special 
abilities acquired over the years 
and tackle moments of truth 
without preparation in advance. 

After spending two months 
in Bangkok, the two different 
dancers expressed physically 
their personal impressions of the 
city and its energy.

The annual festival organised 
through The Friends-of-the-Arts 
Foundation provides three weeks 
of activities during February and 
March at three locations across 
Thailand, in Chiang Mai, Phuket 
and Bangkok. 

Over 400 performing art-
ists participate, representing the 
best of Thailand plus profes-
sional performers, artists and 
dancers from over 15 countries. 
The festival event also provides 
dance auditions, workshops, and 
master classes for experienced 
students and professionals.

The International Dance 
Festival, now in its 10th year, 
attracts an audience of about 
100,000. 

Matti Orloff will be show-
casing his works from 5-10 
May at the Hong Kong Jew-
ish Community Centre.

This will be the first op-
portunity in Asia to view his 
artistry.

Orloff was born in 1945 in 
Petah Tikva, Israel, to one of 
the city’s founding families. 
His grandfather was also a fa-
mous sculptor, Chana Orloff. 

 Matti graduated from 
Wingate Institute of Physi-
cal Education, was Israel’s 
first table tennis coach and 
was involved in the national 
league of volleyball. He had 
businesses in agriculture and 
loves art as a hobby. 

In the 1980s, he then 
devoted himself full-time to 
sculpture and began to pub-
lish his works. He uses vari-
ous metals, especially iron, 

stainless steel and copper clay. 
These materials represent his 
power. He processes the metals 
mainly by welding, which gives 
a wild appearance. The sculp-
tures are an expression of the 
turbulent conflicts inside him 
and between him and the sur-
roundings.

Matti builds his sculptures 
by watching reality. A view 
or a daily life event becomes 
a sculpture in his hands and is 

charged with a complicated 
meaning.

Matti’s works deal with 
various subjects: animals, 
Judaica, nature, music, Jeru-
salem, Don Quixote and per-
sonal portraits for memorials 
or gifts.

His works are one of a 
kind, and cannot be dupli-
cated, hence the uniqueness of 
each and every work.

In Israel two of his sculp-
tures are placed at the Minis-
try of Foreign Affairs building 
in Jerusalem. Others have 
appeared at the Yad Vashem 
Museum, Bar - Ilan Univer-
sity, the Bible Museum in Tel 
Aviv, and at the Tel Aviv Beit 
Oz, Sculpture Garden.

Orloff has also exhibited  
overseas in the U.S. and Ger-
many, amongst other coun-
tries.

Co� ee with Pina in Korea
Israel’s Embassy in South Ko-
rea sponsored a screening in 
March of the fi lm Coffee with 
Pina. The movie is directed 
by Israeli artist, Ms Lee Ya-
nor.  The screening took place 
at the Arko Arts Library & 
Information Center in Seoul 
Arts Center. 

The fi lm presents  Pina 
Bausch’s choreography, philoso-
phy and her life in a unique way 
that combines both documentary, 
fi ction and an intimate dialogue 
with Pina Bausch. 

Bausch was one of the most 
influential figures in European 
contemporary dance for 30 
years, creating a much-imitated 
fusion of radical theatre, surreal 
art, sexual drama and danced 
body language.

Born in Germany in 1940, 
she was a modern dance chore-
ographer and a leading infl uence 
in the development of the Tanz-
theater style of dance. She was 
born in Solingen, near Düssel-
dorf, the third and youngest child 
of August and Anita Bausch, 
who owned a café attached to a 
small hotel.

Bausch began dancing from 
a young age. In 1955 she entered 
the Folkwangschule in Essen, 
then directed by Germany’s most 
influential choreographer Kurt 
Jooss, one of the founders of 
German Expressionist dance.

After graduation, she won a 
scholarship to continue her stud-
ies at the Juilliard School in New 
York City in 1960, where her 
teachers included Anthony Tu-

dor, José Limón, and Paul Tay-
lor. In New York she performed 
with the Paul Sanasardo and 
Donya Feuer Dance Company, 
the New American Ballet and 
became a member of the Metro-
politan Opera Ballet Company.

In 1962, Bausch joined Jo-
oss’ new Folkwang Ballett Com-
pany as a soloist and assisted 
Jooss on many of the pieces, 
before choreographing her first 
piece in 1968, and in 1969 suc-
ceeded Jooss as artistic director. 

In 1972, Bausch started as 
artistic director of the then Wup-
pertal Opera Ballet, which was 
later renamed as the Tanztheater 
Wuppertal Pina Bausch. The 
company has a large repertoire 
of original pieces, and regularly 
tours throughout the world.

She died last year on 30 June 
2009 at the age of 68, fi ve days 
after being diagnosed with can-
cer. 

Pina Bausch

Nir de Volff
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Infinity I-China establishes 6 
funds with Chinese cities
Infinity I-China is launching 
six new joint venture RMB 
private equity funds through-
out China as part of a 10 year 
plan. Infinity said that the 
goal of the funds is to support 
the growth of local Chinese 
businesses through the influx 
of proven technology and 
know-how. 

The funds will range from 
RMB 200 million up to a 
planned RMB 500 million. The 
funds will be created together 
with Chinese cities of Beijing, 
Suzhou, Harbin, Shijiazhuang, 
Changzhou, Ningbo and Tian-
jin. 

Infinity I-China manag-
ing partner Amir Gal-Or said, 
“Infinity chose to partner with 
Beijing, Suzhou, Harbin, Shi-
jiazhuang, Changzhou, Ningbo 
and Tianjin, mainly because 
of the progressiveness, open-
minded thinking and quality of 

leadership in these metropolis-
es. It is the people that are com-
pelling and on which we place 
the greatest value. Our ongoing 
relationship with Suzhou is a 
good example. The joint ven-
ture fund in Suzhou marks the 
third cooperation between In-
finity and the fine leadership of 
this beautiful city. We look for-
ward to long-term and exciting 
relations with our new friends 
across the country.” Orckit-Corrigent adds local presence in Thailand 

Infinity I-China was found-
ed by Clal Industries and In-
vestments Ltd., China Develop-
ment Bank and CSVC. Infinity 
Group currently manages more 
than US$700 million through 
nine funds, seven in China. In-
finity has offices in Tel Aviv, 
Hong Kong, Beijing, Shanghai, 
Suzhou, Harbin, Shijiazhuang, 
Changzhou, Ningbo, Tianjin 
and New York. 

The new funds are the third 
step in Infinity’s ten-year plan 
for the region, following its 
2004 establishment of the first 
RMB fund in China and its 
2008 cross-board fund. 

Infinity I-China, is the larg-
est China-Israel fund and the 
second China-Israel fund of In-
finity Group.

with IDEC will be advanta-
geous for the students by pro-
viding them practical and chal-
lenging experiences at an early 
stage in their career training.” 

The company will be ex-
tending cooperation to include 
internships in the design centre 
in Netanya, to top Ph.D. stu-
dents of several leading univer-
sities. 

“We have been encouraged 
by the wide acceptance of our 
technical excellence and dif-
ferentiation as measured by the 
continued and rising number of 
customer engagements in South 
Korea, in which we are target-
ing several hundreds of millions 
of revenue over the coming 
years,” he continued. 

“This programme is our way 
of early partnering with the next 
generation of South Korean 
technical leadership.”

TowerJazz, a specialist tech-
nology company serving the 
semi-conductor sector, has 
recently extended its collabo-
ration in South Korea in the 
area of education. 

The company will provide 
expertise and specialty technol-
ogy from TowerJazz’s fab for 
the IC Design Education Center 
(IDEC). This will benefit uni-
versities in South Korea with 
access to a broad range of dis-
counted multi-wafer shuttles.

The company has contracts 
with a number of leading semi-
conductor companies including 
C&S Technology Inc., Cesign 
Inc., GrandTek Technology Co. 
Ltd., SemiHow Co. Ltd., Tae-
jin Technology Co. Ltd., and 
Dongwoon Anatech Ltd. 

TowerJazz CEO Russell Ell-
wanger participated in a coop-
eration ceremony held in Feb-
ruary in South Korea by IDEC 
and professors from leading 
universities. 

IDEC is a joint venture of 
the Korean government and ma-
jor semiconductor companies 
to promote projects for national 
competitiveness by educating 
highly qualified design experts 
at Korean universities. 

Ellwanger said, “Korea is a 
thriving region for technical and 
manufacturing innovation and 
will remain a centre for future 
technological advancements. 
We feel that our collaboration 

TowerJazz expands activities 
in South Korea

Amir Gal-or 

Orckit Communications Ltd, 
headquartered in Tel-Aviv, is 
a facility provider of broad-
band for telecommunication 
and networking vendors. The 
company recently announced 
the establishment of a new of-
fice in Thailand. 

The company has appointed 
Monchai Kunwattanakorn as 
the new VP Sales for Thailand, 
Laos and Myanmar. Kunwat-
tanakorn brings with him vast 
sales and business development 
experience in the telecommuni-
cation industry from his previ-
ous leadership positions at Nor-
tel, Siemens and Ericsson. 

“This announcement, which 
comes on the heels of three re-
cent office additions in Latin 
America and South Asia, serves 
as further proof of Orckit-Cor-
rigent’s global expansion and 
efforts to improve local support 
in 2010,” said Mr Oren Tepper, 
Vice President, Corporate Sales 
at Orckit-Corrigent. 

“Together with our existing 
offices in Japan and Korea, as 
well as our new offices in the 
Philippines and India, we now 
have a more solid presence in 
APAC, demonstrating our com-
mitment and investment in this 
market,” he added.

The fixed and mobile tele-
communication market in Thai-
land continues to grow due to 
increasing demand for residen-
tial, enterprise and mobile ser-
vices. 

Analyst firm HeavyRead-
ing has predicted total fixed 
revenues of US$1,974 million 
and total mobile revenues of 
US$6,107 million for 2009. 

With a yearly 27% increase 
in demand from broadband sub-
scribers, the additional band-
width and advanced services are 
evident.

A Hong Kong tailor of 
repute moves shop
Hong Kong’s tailors are well 
known around the world for 
quality, value for money and 
service. Custom tailoring is 
all about the workmanship. 
One of many established tai-
lors is Peter So. 

Mr So has been provid-
ing a very personal service to 
thousands of customers from 
all over the world and has 
been in business for more than 
50 years. 

He and his wife Wendy run 
Peter So British Tailors, pro-
viding customers with a selec-
tion of quality cloth, styles and 
cuts for all individual choice. 

Apart from suits, Mr So 
designs shirts, shoes, jackets 
and a full range for ladies. 

Famous customers include 
World Cup football Brazil-
ian legend Pelé and Dr Henry 
Kissinger, one among many 
from the Jewish community.

 The new shop is located  
on the second floor of 202 Na-
than Road, Tsimshatsui, Kow-
loon. 

ICL Fertilizers signs largest-ever potash 
contract in India 
ICL Fertilizers has signed an 
extension agreement to supply 
one million tons of potash to 
its primary customer in India. 

This is the largest single 
supply agreement that the com-
pany has ever signed, and repre-
sents nearly double the quantity 
specified in its previous contract 
with this customer. 

Also, this is a larger quan-
tity than other potash suppliers 
active in India have secured in 
their recently signed contracts.

Under the terms of the 
agreement, ICL Fertilizers 
will supply one million tons of 
potash for a 12-month period 
beginning in April 2010, com-
pared to 575 thousand tons in 
the previous contract, at a price 
of US$370 per ton.

This agreement emphasizes 
the importance of India as one 
of ICL Fertilizers’ primary tar-
get markets. It also underscores 
the logistical advantage of the 
company’s location in Israel.

ICL is one of the world’s 
leading fertilizer and specialty 
chemicals companies. ICL pro-
duces approximately a third of 
the world’s bromine and ap-
proximately 9% of its potash. 

ICL is a leading supplier of 
fertilizers in Europe and a ma-
jor player in specialty fertilizer 
market segments. 

One of the world’s most in-
tegrated manufacturers and sup-
pliers of phosphate products, 
ICL has become the world’s 
leading provider of pure phos-
phoric acid and a major special-
ty phosphate player.

ICL plant in  Israel
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Trader numbers up at the Jewellery Fair 

 Deputy Industry, Trade and 
Labor Minister Orit Noked and 
Eli Avidar, Managing Director 
of the Israel Diamond Institute, 
both spoke at the event, which 
dozens of industry reporters at-
tended. 

In her speech, Deputy 
Minister Noked reviewed the 
diamond industry’s importance 
to Israel’s economy, and wel-
comed those present on behalf 
of Industry, Trade and Labor 

Last month’s International 
Jewellery Fair Show, held in 
Hong Kong, Asia’s largest 
spring show, provided an op-
portunity for Israeli compa-
nies specialising in diamonds 
and jewellery to maintain this 
dominance as leading provid-
ers in a competitive market. 

The number of exhibitors 
this year represented the largest 
gathering at a trade event. The 
show accommodated two sepa-
rate pavilions one for the Israeli 
diamond firms and the other for 
Israeli jewellers. 

The Israel Diamond Insti-
tute’s pavilion featured 60 Israe-
li companies, 20 of which were 
first-time participants. An ad-
ditional 20 diamond companies 
were featured in the exhibition 
both under the Israel Export & 
International Cooperation Insti-
tute and as independents.  

Exhibitors expressed a posi-
tive note towards the number of 
attendees and customers. The 
market is improving as the dia-
mond industry recovers globally.

Asia is a major export des-
tination for Israeli diamonds, 
representing more than 20% of 
total polished diamond sales. 
Hong Kong, as the gateway to 
Asia, is a key market for Israel. 
In addition, Israeli exporters are 
also setting their sights on Chi-
na, India, Indonesia, Malaysia, 
Thailand, Taiwan, Singapore, 
South Korea and Japan.

The Israeli Diamond In-
stitute recently held its annual 
press conference as part of the 
BaselWorld 2010 Show, under 
the theme “Responsibility is 
Good Business”.  

MaxStar China chooses Silicom’s 
network appliance platform

Minister Binyamin Ben-Eliezer, 
as well. 

Noked said that, “Israel, 
like the rest of the world, was 
not immune to the financial cri-
sis. Nevertheless, our banking 
system has proven its strength. 
The diamond industry, which is 
responsible for 14% of Israeli 
exports, is showing signs of re-
covery.”  

Israel Diamond Institute 
Managing Director Eli Avidar 
reviewed IDI’s 2009 campaign: 
“Together Works,” was suc-
cessful despite the tough year 
the Israeli and global jewellery 
and diamond industries experi-
enced.

IDI President Moti Gantz, 
spoke about the need to pursue 
responsible business policies 
within the diamond industry, 
especially regarding the rough 
market and various credit is-
sues. 

Gantz, also called on the 
diamond industry’s major play-
ers to formulate joint policies in 
order to lay the foundations for 
a healthier, more stable global 
diamond industry, which would 
promise a better future for its 
members today and in the fu-
ture. 

MaxStar, a leading Chinese 
manufacturer of network ap-
pliances, has chosen Silicom’s 
SETAC server-to-appliance 
converter as the basis for its 
new product line for medium-
to-high-end customers. 

Using SETAC, MaxStar will 
be able to offer its customers 
unique network appliances that 
combine front-loading modular 
networking capabilities in a spe-
cialized chassis with the robust 
reliability of a standard mother-
board. This combination fits the 
demands of network application 
providers in China, a vast, so-
phisticated and rapidly-growing 
market. 

“For us, SETAC is the right 
product at the right time – a key 
enabler that will allow us to sat-
isfy the market’s demand for 
robust network appliances with 
modular connectivity,” com-

mented HongQin Pan, CEO of 
MaxStar. “As such, we believe 
our SETAC-based product line 
will provide customers with 
the exact solutions they are 
looking for, thus positioning 
us to benefit from the exciting 
growth of network application 
deployment throughout China. 
It is especially encouraging 
that several potential customers 
have already shown significant 
interest.” 

“MaxStar’s excitement 
about SETAC - that is, the use 
of an affordable kit to create 
modular high-end appliances 
– confirms that SETAC con-
cept will resonate in China,” 
added Shaike Orbach, Silicom’s 
President and CEO. “As such, 
SETAC positions us to grow 
in step with this huge market, 
representing the potential to be-
come a significant new revenue 
driver for Silicom.” 

Alain Spira, AS Diamonds exhibiting 
at this years Jewellery Fair 
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IGI deal expands Fudan University’s gemological programme

World-leading gemologi-
cal laboratory, International 
Gemological Institute (IGI), 
announced in February an 
education agreement with 
Fudan University’s Shanghai 
Institute of Visual Art.  

The deal calls for IGI and 
the Shanghai Institute of Visual 
Art to develop new gemologi-
cal programmes as part of the 
school’s jewellery design cur-
riculum. The new courses will 
be offered as early as this au-
tumn.

“This is significant in as 
much as IGI’s expertise and its 
worldwide position is recog-
nised by a world-class Chinese 
institution,” said Marc Brauner, 
IGI’s Hong Kong-based Co-
CEO. 

“Last year, after IGI’s na-
tionwide education series tar-
geting the private sector, we 
were invited to host some pilot 
classes at the Institute for jewel-
ry design students,” Mr Brauner 
explained. “That turned out to 
be so successful that IGI and the 
institute decided to explore fur-
ther cooperation.”

through the Shanghai Vocation-
al Centre which has produced 
400 graduates since the centre 
began hosting the programme 
in 2000.

As China emerged as the 
world’s No. 2 diamond market 
by consumption in 2009 con-
sumers increasingly demanded 
accurate and complete informa-

 IGI has been running edu-
cational programmes since 
1981. Now including an option 
for career-bound students to 
pursue the IGI Graduate Gem-
ologist Diploma, the institute’s 
programmes are today offered 
in over a dozen countries, in-
cluding India, the UAE, Italy, 
Turkey and Belgium. In China, 
IGI courses have been offered 

tion on what they were buying. 
That process, in turn, obliged 
jewellers to upgrade their pro-
fessional skills. 

“There is a notable market 
demand for gemological cours-
es developed by international 
labs like ours,” Mr Brauner said. 
He explained that IGI had been 
approached by a number of uni-
versities, “so we are naturally 
honored to have established ties 
with an institution of the caliber 
of Shanghai Institute of Visual 
Art at Fudan University.” 

The school is renowned 
for its promoting innovation 
and creativity, yet offering pro-
grammes of intensely practical 
relevance. “And this is where 
we can contribute,” Mr Brauner 
said. “We are keen to participate 
in China’s effort to create future 
talent, armed with internation-
ally recognised qualifications.” 

Mr Brauner called the agree-
ment a big step for China’s mar-
ket development.

 In addition IGI also an-
nounced its participation in 
Shanghai World Expo 2010, 

starting in May. With over 180 
countries, 230 pavilions, and 70 
million visitors expected over its 
six-month run, the world expo-
sition will be the largest ever.

“We are proud to be playing 
an important role at the Dia-
mond Exhibition Corner at the 
Belgian EU Pavilion,” said IGI 
CEO Roland Lorie. According 
to Lorie, the Belgian Pavilion 
will see 50,000 visitors daily, 
giving each the chance to buy 
diamonds cut and polished in 
Antwerp, the world diamond 
centre in Belgium, and set by 
Belgium’s Royal Court-appoint-
ed jeweller. 

“Jewellery sold at the shop at 
the Diamond Exhibition Corner 
will be accompanied by an IGI 
Identification Certificate provid-
ing complete details on the qual-
ity of the diamonds - thus giving 
consumers full confidence in 
what they are buying,” he said. 

According to Shanghai Dia-
mond Exchange Joint Manage-
ment office, China’s imports 
of polished diamonds totalled 
US$699 million last year.

Marc Brauner 
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One-to-One Interview

Silvain Gilbert telling his story of 
Part two - It took a lifetime for me to go back to the village... 

den Jewish child during the war 
and Christian people like him 
saved my life.  With that, we fell 
into each other’s arms. He then 
said something I will remember 
for the rest of my life, “It’s  not 
unusual, Jesus was Jewish!”  In 
the park, he showed me sever-
al small grottos representing the 
Stations of the Cross. But noth-
ing looked like the grotto in my 
memory.

Returning to the wedding I 
met a friend who I had last seen 
when I  was 16!

From that friend I learned 
about an organisation called 
The Hidden Child in Brussels, 
which keeps a record of all the 
Jewish children that were hid-
den during the war. 

Back in Brussels
The next day I went to The 
Hidden Child.  All the related 
records were there with the ad-
dress and the name of the villa 
called “Massabielle” (after the 
name of the grotto in Lourdes).   
They also gave me the telephone 
number of Annie, another child 
hidden with me, who was the 
same age as my sister. 

Annie was living in Brus-
sels, so I called her immedi-
ately.  We met the next morn-
ing and after decades apart we 
fell into each others’ arms cry-
ing.  Unfortunately her mother 
was deported but she still had 
her father after the war. I asked 
Annie, “Did you go back to 
Mont Saint Guibert?” and she 
answered, “I could not.” To-
day she is a grandmother, has 
her own company and has had 
a successful life in Brussels, 
but she could never face go-
ing back!  I told her that I had 
the address and was determined 
to discover the villa “Massabi-
elle.”

I went back to Mont Saint 

I lived in Belgium most of my 
life and I was living in Brus-
sels, only 30 minutes by car 
to Mont Saint Guibert where 
I was hidden as a child, but 
each time I felt like going  back 
there, something stopped me! 

Eight years ago, I went back 
to Belgium for a friend’s wed-
ding. The ceremony was held 
ten kilometres from Mont Saint 
Guibert.  Suddenly, I felt an im-
pulsion to find the place where I 
was hidden during the war. 

Two images remained in 
my mind. First, was the grot-
to, a replica of the original in 
Lourdes famous for the Berna-
dette Soubirous’s visions.  We 
had these replicas of the grottos 
in the garden and as children we 
played there.  Second, was the 
memory of a big garden con-
nected with an upper street, a 
little bit hilly. That is all I had 
to go on. 

I stopped a taxi in the street 
and asked about this grotto in 
the village but the taxi driver an-
swered there are many grottos in 
the village. He suggested going 
to the main street where there is 
a café where many people gath-
er on Sunday.

The café owner remem-
bered a place with a grotto that 
belonged to the Marist Brother-
hood.  She came with me, leav-
ing her busy café.

  When we met the last sur-
viving monk, he recounted the 
story of the castle which be-
longed to the Prince d’Arenberg 
family during the First World 
War. Later it became a monas-
tery and today it is a school but 
Father Augustijns still remains. 

He was cutting the 
lawn while sitting on a tractor 
and was covered in mud. I ex-
plained to him that I was a hid-

Guibert - nothing could stop 
me from finding the Villa. Once 
I reached number 19, I went into 
the garden, but the grotto was 
not there.  The owner of the villa 
came over and invited me into 
the house.  They had bought the 
house only a few years before.  
However, the previous owner of 
the villa was born in Mont Saint 
Guibert and knew everyone 
in the village.  We called her 
straight away and she asked 
for my name, I said that I had 
changed my name, it was now 
Gilbert

She replied, “I am Jacque-

and recognised the place imme-
diately!

Again I ran up the stairs 
into the garden and there it 
was: I had found the grotto.... 
there was no doubt. Still in the 
grotto, in the same place, was 
the Virgin Mary statue exactly 
as before, as the memory of a 
child of 5 years. The lady owner 
of this villa came out and again   
I explained that I was hidden in 
this villa during the war... as a 
child. She immediately invited 
me inside.

As soon as I entered I recog-

line Pilloy: you are Sylvain, the 
brother of Marie-Antoinette...” 
(my sister was her age and they 
went to class together). “Yes, of 
course,” she said, “and Annie, 
the other girl.”

She explained that the town 
authorities had changed the 
numbers of the villas in the 
street - but everything else was 
more or less how it used to be. 
She  told  me to go a little fur-
ther along the street  and I will 
be able to find the villa Massa-
bielle.

I walked for two minutes 

Sylvain together with the Israeli Ambassador to Belgium Mrs Tamar Shamash

Stone plaque tribute to Tante Fanny



Jewish Times Asia April 2010 17

nised    the  stone  pavement  and 
the  beautiful  art  deco  glass 
doors.    Looking  into  the  liv-
ing  room  there  was  a  piano.  I 
remembered  there was a piano 
(another  one)  exactly  in  the 
same place. 

The lady asked her husband 
and children to come to hear the 
history of their villa. They were 
astonished  to  discover  such  a 
past.  I explained to the children 
that one  and a half million Jew-
ish children were murdered for 
being Jewish. 

I asked the name of the little 
girl:  “Fanny!”  she  said.  It  was 
the  same  name  as  our  foster 
mother  “Tante  (aunt)  Fanny”.  
I don’t think those are  just co-
incidences:    I  believe  it  must 
be my destiny. 

I went back to Brussels and 
asked Annie  to  join me on my 
next visit.   As she was 3 years 
older than me she remembered 
many more details. It was a mo-
ment  of  great  emotion  to  find 
the  bedroom  where  we  slept  
as  four  little  children  together 
in fear  and without our parents. 
Winters were freezing cold and 
we didn’t have coal to heat the 
bedroom. 

The  trauma  has  remained 
with  us  all  our  lives.  Finally, 
after a lifetime, I succeeded  in 
finding the villa where we were 
hidden. That was a deliverance, 
a relief after so many years.

The birth of an idea
I had an idea, a feeling, that I had 
to pay tribute to this Tante Fan-
ny who saved us four children. 
She had passed away of course 
a long time ago, in the 1970s. I 
contacted Yad Vashem in Jeru-
salem and they made investiga-
tions  and  tried  to  find  her  sur-
viving  family. After  two years, 
still no  successors were  found.  
Finally, Sabine, my wife, found  
a  descendant.  It  was  not  easy 
because “Tante Fanny” was not 
married but did have a brother, 
who had also passed away, but 
we located his daughter-in-law, 
now a widow and her two chil-
dren.   Sabine decided to check 
the  telephone book and  started 
to call all the  people with De-
gulne  surname  and  she  finally 
was successful.

On 4 June 2009, I was able 
to  organise,  in  co-operation 
with Mont Saint Guibert   City 
Hall  and  the  mayor,  and  with 

Yad  Vashem,    a  ceremony  to 
recognise  Tante  Fanny  as  a 
Righteous  Among  the  Nations 
(A  recognition  to  a  non-Jew 
who saved the life of a Jew dur-
ing the Holocaust).

4 June 2009, Mont Saint 
Guibert
It was    a  day  full  of  surprises. 
First of all, upon arrival I saw on 
the  City  Hall  the  flag  of  Bel-
gium, the flag of Wallonia, and 
also the flag of Israel.

After so many years, return-
ing to a village which had bare-
ly  changed  and  looking  at  the 
Israeli flag proudly flying above 
the city hall was very, very mov-
ing.

My sister  came  from Paris, 
Annie was present and the Am-
bassador  of  Israel    Mrs  Tamar 
Shamash also attended.

The  mayor  had  not  been 
aware of this tragic episode that  
happened  during  WW2  in  his 
village.  For him and for many 
villagers it was a revelation that 
during this period the people of  
Mont  Saint  Guibert  saved  21 
Jewish children.

  I  took  the  opportunity  to 
speak at City Hall and explained 
what  had  happened  then.    Ev-
eryone  was  crying.    We  also 
spoke  to  teenagers  sharing  the 
same message of tolerance and 
to accept each other, just as we 
are.   This  is  the same message 
I  am  sharing  with  students  in 
Hong Kong schools.  

 I learned this the hard way, 
because, after the war, we chil-
dren  had  become  Catholic,  no 
longer  Jewish.  Abandoned,  we 
had  to  be  with  strangers,  with 
different  names,  speaking  dif-
ferent languages, practicing dif-
ferent faiths.  

When we found our parents 
again,  they  were  strangers  and 
again  it was  a  shock.   We had 
to leave our foster mother, who 
had  become  our  mother.    The 
person  who  we  lived  with  ev-
eryday  and  who  gave  us  love, 
food,  education,  in  a  word  ev-
erything.  We  loved  her  very 
much because she was a  good 
person and made important de-
cisions for us. 

The  ceremony  was  beau-
tiful.  The  mayor,  Mr  Breuer, 
had  organised  a  buffet  to  cele-
brate the event. He then came up 
with  another  brilliant  idea.  He 

said  November  11,  Armistice 
Day, which commemorates  the 
victims of WW1 was to become 
the tribute day to “Tante Fanny” 
and we will place  a stone plaque 
on the villa. The new owners of 
the  villa  had  agreed  and  were 
delighted with this suggestion. 

11 November 2009, Mont 
Saint Guibert.
I went back to Belgium for an-
other  memorable  day.  All  the 
veterans  with  their  flags  and 
town  dignitaries  were  present 
with  a  military  band,    and  the 
flag of Israel  covering the stone 
plaque. The Ambassador of Is-
rael came again. 

Radio  and  television  net-
works  (RTL  and  TVI)  were 
present.    Later  I  was  on  the 
news  in a  long  interview.   The 
story  aired  twice  that  day  on 
prime Belgium TV channels.

On  that  day  I  had  an  enor-
mous  surprise.  Parking  the  car  
in front of a house on the main 
square, a lady came out,  looked 
at  me  in  a  concentrated  man-
ner  and  said,  “You  are    little 
Sylvain.  I  recognise  you  by 
the  sparkle  in your eyes.”    Im-
mediately she invited me inside  
her house where  she explained 
that  in 1943  (we arrived  in  the 
villa in 1942) there was an alert 
and Tante Fanny did not know 
where to go with us. Very afraid, 
she brought us during the night 
to this house which was the only 
grocery  store  in  the  village.  It 
was quite dangerous  don’t for-
get there was a curfew, nobody 
was allowed on  the  street  after 
10pm.

This  lady  Denise,  now  83, 
was 17 years-old at that time. An 
orphan herself, she was helping 
the  lady  who  managed  a  little 
store  and  was  Tante  Fanny’s 
very close friend.  She remem-
bered that we were hidden in this 
house for more than two weeks.  
She gave many details. She also 
told  me  something  very  mov-
ing.  I used to say: “Why do we 
always  have to hide?”

 What was also quite incred-
ible in the villa Massabielle was 
that, being a very large villa, the 
Germans occupied part of it dur-
ing the entire war.   They never 
even  suspected  that  there were 
Jewish  children  hidden  there.  
So during three years every day 
we were living among them.   

Sabine  and  I  decided  to 

come  back  to  the  village  two 
days later and make a video of 
Denise  and  another  older  lady, 
Colettte  Marchal.    Colette    al-
ready 80 years old told me that 
her  father  was  the  post  office 
chief  during  the  war.    There 
were people who sent letters that 
would have incriminated certain 
villagers, but he destroyed those 
letters. In fact,  there were a lot 
of  partisans  in  the  Resistance 
in the village. This man saved a 
lot of people. He was killed two 
days before the end of the war.  
Since she was his daughter she 
took over  the  post  office.    She 
was fifteen at the time and kept 
this  position  all  her  life.  She 
told  me  that  I  was  often  play-
ing with  two other boys of my 
age  at  the  back  of    the  garden  
where they had their home.  At 
this moment I realized why I re-
membered the garden so well.

The ceremony
The ceremony was very special, 
particularly to have the veterans 
there.  Many groups of children 
were  present.    It  was  a  public 
holiday  but  instead  of  going 
elsewhere they choose to be part 
of that special day with us.

 After the ceremony, a party 
was held in City Hall with food 
and  drinks  but  also  a  ques-
tion time for the young people. 
At least 200 children were pres-
ent,  and  I  explained  our  ter-
rible experience during the war. 
The children asked   very good 
questions.  Some  other  hid-
den  children  (our  guests)  told 
their own odyssey. All  in  all  it 
was  memorable.  As  for  most 
of the people in the village this 

story was unknown. They real-
ized  how courageous and brave 
Tante Fanny was along with  the  
other  families who  risked  their 
lives to save 21 Jewish children.

  Finally,  I  had  been  suc-
cessful in having Tante Fanny’s 
name  commemorated  with  all 
the  other  Righteous  in  Jerusa-
lem at Yad Vashem. As a Catho-
lic devoted to God,  her name is 
there in Jerusalem, the same city 
where Jesus was crucified, and I 
think  if  she hears me  today  (  I 
am sure  she does)  she will  see 
me, the little Sylvain who was 5 
years old during the Shoah and 
grew  up  as  a  man  of  72  years 
old  today,  who  is  grateful  for 
ever because she saved my life.

I  think  I  cannot  give  her  a 
better tribute. Merci - thank you 
- Toda raba Tante Fanny.

survival as a Hidden Child
 (Part one in previous March 2010 issue)

Sylvain addressing Mont Saint Guibert village

Special thanks to:   
•  Yad Vashem
•  Mr Breuer, Mayor of Mont 

Saint Guibert
•  The present owners of  Villa 

Massabielle for allowing the 
stone plaque to be placed on 
the villa.

•  Denise and Colette for their 
vibrant memory

•  Family  Degulne  who  gave 
me  pictures of Tante Fanny.

•  And,  to  all  the  people  of 
Mont  Saint Guibert who di-
rectly or indirectly changed  
my life.

Sylvain Gilbert (Hong Kong March 2010)

For more talks and life participations re-
lated to Holocaust events, Sylvain can be 
reached by email on silvain@alwayshkg.
com.
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Special Days

Remembering the Holocaust and Fallen Soldiers

To commemorate the 
establishment of the 
State of Israel two 
dates have been es-

tablished: Yom Hashoah and 
Yom Hazikaron. These days 
are historic and have signifi-
cant meaning inside the State 
of Israel and in the Diaspora.

Yom Hashoah
The full name of the day com-
memorating the victims of the 
Holocaust is Yom Hashoah Ve-
Hagevurah— literally the Day 
of (remembrance of) the Holo-
caust and the Heroism. 

It is observed on 27 Nisan 
— a week after the seventh day 
of Passover, and a week before 
Yom Hazikaron. It marks the 
anniversary of the Warsaw 
Ghetto uprising.

The date was selected by 
the Knesset on 12 April 1951. 
The full name became formal 
in a law that was enacted on 19 
August 1953. Although the date 
was established by the Israeli 
government, it has become a 
day commemorated by Jewish 
communities and individuals 
worldwide.

Since the early 1960s, the 
sound of a siren on Yom Has-
hoah stops traffic and pedestri-
ans throughout Israel for two 
minutes of silent devotion. 

The siren blows at sundown 
on the eve of Yom Hashoah and 
once again at 11:00 am. All ra-
dio and television programmes 
during this day are connected in 
one way or another with Jewish 
history during WWII, including 
personal interviews with survi-
vors. 

Even the musical  pro-
grammes are adapted to the 
atmosphere of the day. There is 

no public entertainment, as the-
atres, cinemas and other public 
venues are closed throughout 
the country. 

Outside of Israel, Yom Has-
hoah is observed within the 
synagogue. Commemorations 
range from synagogue services 
to communal vigils and educa-
tional programmes.  Many fea-
ture a talk by a Holocaust sur-
vivor, recitation of appropriate 
songs and readings, or viewing 
of a Holocaust-themed film. 

Yom Hazikaron
The Knesset established 4 
Iyar, the day preceding Yom 
Ha’Atzmaut, as a Memorial 
Day for soldiers who lost their 
lives in battle for the creation of 
the State of Israel and all those 
soldiers who died subsequently 
defending the country. 

As l ike Yom Hashoah, 
throughout the entire day be-
ginning at sunset, places of en-
tertainment, shops, restaurants 
are closed. Broadcasters play 
programmes about Israel’s wars 
and show programming that 
convey the sombre mood of the 
day.

T h e  c o m m e m o r a t i o n , 
also includes  an air raid siren 
played twice during the day.
All activity, including traffic, 
immediately ceases. People 
get out of their cars, even in 
the middle of otherwise busy 
highways, and stand in respect 
for the sacrifice of those who 
died defending Israel. The first 
siren marks the beginning of 
Memorial Day and the second 
is sounded immediately prior to 
the public recitation of prayers 
in military cemeteries. 

Numerous public ceremo-
nies are held throughout Israel. 
Special readings and poems 
are often recited. There is a 

national ceremony at the mili-
tary cemetery on Mount Herzl, 
where many of Israel’s leaders 
and soldiers are buried. Many 
schools and public buildings 
have memorial corners with 
memorials to those from their 
community who died in Israel’s 
wars.

There is a special Yizkor 
(rememberance) prayer and 
memorial prayer for members 
of the Israeli Defense Forces 
who died in the line of duty are 
read at many of the ceremonies. 

Outside of Israel, Yom Ha-
Zikaron is observed with com-
munity events with special 
prayers and readings recited.
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Special Days

Yom Ha'Atzmaut - Israel's Anniversary

This modern holiday 
celebrated in Israel 
and throughout the 
Diaspora, is Isra-

el’s Independence Day/ Yom 
Ha’Atzmaut. The anniversary 
of the day members of the 
“provisional government” fi rst 
read and signed a Declaration 
of Independence in Tel Aviv, 
ending the British Mandate 
on 14 May 1948. It is offi cially 
held on the fi fth of Iyar. 

Yom Ha’Atzmaut is always 
preceded by Yom Hazikaron,  
the message of linking these 
two days is clear: Israelis owe 
their independence, the very 
existence of the state to the sol-
diers who sacrificed their lives 
for it. 

The  o ff i c i a l  “ swi t ch” 
from Yom Hazikaron to Yom 
Ha’Atzmaut takes place a few 
minutes after sundown, with a 
ceremony on Mount Herzl in 
Jerusalem in which the flag is 
raised from half staff (due to 
Memorial Day) to the top of the 
pole. 

The president of Israel de-
livers a speech of congratula-
tions, and soldiers representing 

the army, navy, and air force 
parade with their flags. In re-
cent decades this small-scale 
parade has replaced the large-
scale daytime parade, which 
was the main event during the 
1950s and 1960s. 

The evening parade is fol-
lowed by a torch lighting (had-
lakat masuot) ceremony, which 
marks the country’s achieve-
ments in all spheres of life.

Other than the official cer-
emonies, Israel celebrates in a 
variety of ways. In the cities, 
the nighttime festivities may 
be found on the main streets. 
Crowds will gather to watch 
public shows offered for free by 

the municipalities and the gov-
ernment. 

Many spend the night danc-
ing Israeli folk dances or sing-
ing Israeli songs. During the 
daytime thousands of Israeli 
families go out on hikes and 
picnics. Army camps are open 
for civilians to visit and to dis-
play the recent technological 
achievements of the Israeli De-
fense Forces. 

Yom Ha’Atzmaut is con-
cluded with the ceremony of 
granting the “Israel Prize” 
recognising individual Israelis 
for their unique contribution to 
the country’s culture, science, 
arts, and the humanities.

The religious character 
of Yom Ha’Atzmaut is still in 
the process of formation, and 
is still subject to debate. The 
Chief Rabbinate of Israel has 
decided that this day should be 
marked with the recital of Hal-
lel (psalms of praise), similar 
to other joyous holidays, and 
with the reading of a special 
haftarah. 

Most ultra-Orthodox Jews, 
in Israel and abroad, have not 
accepted this ruling, and some  
chant the Hallel psalms without 
the blessing which precedes it.

Some rabbis argue that Yom 
Ha’Atzmaut should be viewed 
in conjunction with the festi-

vals of  Chanukah and Purim, 
since all three commemorate 
a “miraculous” victory of the 
Jews over an enemy of superior 
military might. It should be 
noted that most Israelis do not 
consider Yom Ha’Atzmaut a re-
ligious holiday at all.

For those outside Israel, cel-
ebrating Yom Ha’Atzmaut has 
been a way to express solidarity 
with the state of Israel and to 
strengthen their alliance with it. 

There is not yet an accepted 
“tradition” of how to celebrate 
this holiday, and only time will 
tell whether certain customs, 
foods, prayers and melodies 
will be linked into this holiday.

Mount Herzl where the offi cial ceremony takes place

Israelis waving fl ags 
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A brief sojourn in Asia and the flourishing of Jewish life  

As a youngster I as-
pired to be a lawyer 
specialising in in-
ternational law, but 

after having served in the US 
army in Germany, after World 
War II, I was not inclined to 
return to Europe. 

When I started to attend 
law school, I made a decision 
to specialise in an area of the 
world which I thought would 
become important,  and in 
whose culture I had an interest, 
namely, China. I was in both 
law school and Chinese studies 
at the University of Michigan 
where I obtained my JD, and 
eventually went on for an MA 
and PhD, with a specialty in 
Chinese law. Naturally, China 
was the place to go. 

Singapore my first port of call
My first posting in Asia, in 
1963, was to the Law Faculty 
at the University of Singapore, 
from Harvard, which I attended 
as a fellow for a year. Tommy 
Koh, who was later to become 
a Minister in the Singapore’s 
government, went to Harvard 
as part of the same exchange 
programme. At the University, 
in addition to English law sub-
jects, I also taught Chinese law, 
which at the time was part of 
the Family Law of Singapore. 

The Jewish community in 
Singapore was the most dy-
namic community in Asia, with 
two synagogues, a shochet, 
mikva, and a wonderful Jewish 
school that my four children at-
tended. The titular head of the 
community, Mrs Nissam, was 
a wonderful person who had an 
open house for all members of 
the community on Shabbat and 
holidays, and was most gener-
ous with her family’s money in 
supporting the financial needs 
of the community. 

Taiwan surprise
I was subsequently posted to 
Taiwan twice, once as the Se-
nior Fullbright scholar, with 
residence at Academia Sinica, 
and on another occasion, to 
complete my PhD research on 
law and social change, where 
I resided in a village in Shilin 
Township, called Ganyuan. I 
also did legal work for certain 
banks in Taiwan. 

The  community in Tai-
wan in the 1960s was small 
and not well organised. On 
Friday nights and Saturdays, 
we prayed in a building of the 
US military, which on Sunday, 
became a church for Christian 
believers. There was a Sunday 
get-together of the Community, 

with bagels and lox, and some 
of the children were taught 
Jewish subjects, but there was 
not much activity beyond that. 

Hong Kong 
In 1966 and 1967, at the begin-
ning of the Cultural Revolution, 
I was living in Hong Kong with 
my family, in part to complete 
my PhD dissertation research 
work and part to take on legal 
work. 

Hong Kong was in chaos, 
and the extreme leftists were 
fire bombing cars, periodically 
killing people (I witnessed their 
murder of a Hong Kong police-
man), and in general behaving 
atrociously. 

Hong Kong’s Jewish com-
munity in the 1970s was a 
community, without much 
Jewishness. Having come from 
Singapore, we were surprised at 
the lack of a school, a shochet, 
a kosher mikva, a rabbi, or a 
regular minyan service. At that 
time the Jewish club was poorly 
maintained.

Members of the community 
including Karel Weiss Yaakov 
Zion, Zakki Dwek, Simcha 
Benshay and Eziekel Abraham  
felt a need to enhance the cul-
tural and religious content of 
Jewish life. We organised study 
classes and a minyan on Shab-
bat and maintained a kosher 

table at the Jewish club. 

We eventually organised 
a Rabbi’s Search Committee, 
consisting of Mark Ejlenberg, 
Jack Crystal and myself. After 
several months the community 
selected a young yeshiva boy 
who was Rabbi Mordechai 
Avtzon who is now the regional 
director of Chabad in Asia. His 
appointment ensured the kitch-
en was koshered, kosher meat 
was now available at a reason-
able price and a daily minyan 
had been established.

Guangzhou where I spent 
most of my life
In  Apr i l  1972  I  went  to  
Guangzhou to establish the 
region’s office of the law firm 
that I was then working for. 

China, in the last years of 
the Cultural Revolution, was 
still largely a prison, and virtu-
ally everyone was in jail. On 
my first day in China, I was de-
tained in the Dongfang Hotel, 
because my “guide” was sure 
I was a spy, since I spoke Chi-
nese. 

Guangzhou at the time was 
the centre for international trade 
activity in China. The word 
lawyer, at the time, was one of 
opprobrium, since Mao Zedong 
had essentially done away all 
public legislation, closed the 
courts, arbitration tribunals 

and law departments, and sent 
the law specialists to the coun-
tryside. Though in fact I was 
acting as a lawyer, I did not use 
that term while I was in China. 
Since I spoke Chinese with 
some fluency and could read 
and write, the latter not very 
well. I was exceedingly busy, 
mostly serving the American 
corporations.  

At the time there were no 
organised Jewish communities 
in China, but during the Canton 
Fairs, twice each year, each for 
6 weeks at a time (and people 
came to Guangzhou before and 
after the fair), foreign persons, 
including Jewish, were present  
in large numbers for more than 
5 months of the year. Some 
Jewish visitors organised prayer 
gatherings and many brought us 
kosher food. 

Nevertheless, for about the 
first seven years we were in 
Guangzhou, we never ate meat. 
We subsisted on fruits, fish, and 
vegetables, the former of which 
were not readily available for 
many years. Watermelon was 
the only staple fruit. 

Foreigners in China re-
quired a visa for each city that 
was open to travel, and not 
many cities were so open. In 
some locations, such as Hainan, 
travel from one county to the 
next required a visa. 

Travel by plane was not 
commodious, and most air-
planes were Russian, neither 
comfortable nor modern. Travel 
to Hong Kong from Guangzhou 
took a full day. The only means 
of transportation between Hong 
Kong and Guangzhou was by 
train. 

Until 1978, when Deng 
Xiaoping rose to power, almost 
all business in China was con-
cluded by trade agreements be-
tween state-owned enterprises 
and foreign companies. The 
largest sales were whole plant 
sales. Not until 1978, with pas-
sage of the Joint Venture Law, 
was foreign investment permit-
ted. 

1980s onwards
When Rabbi Avtzon left Ohel  
Leah Synagogue  in the 1980s 
to establish Chabad in the Hil-
ton Hotel, two other active Jew-
ish centres in Hong Kong began 
to prosper. 

Later, Shuva Yisrael was es-
tablished by the Darvish family, 
where my son Rabbi Benjamin 
Buxbaum worked for some 
years, and still later, Rabbi Mo-
eded established a Sephardic 

community in Kowloon, which 
made Hong Kong the most ac-
tive Jewish community in Asia. 
Chabad sent a schaliach to 
Shanghai, initially based in the 
Portman Hotel. Subsequently, 
Rabbi Shalom Greenberg be-
came the established Rabbi in 
Shanghai. 

Initially, the Public Security 
Bureau was concerned and in-
terested in the activities of the 
Jewish community. We invited 
them to participate in our social 
and religious activities, and they 
were both studious and friendly, 
and came to understand Jewish-
religious life. 

They informed us that we 
could lawfully continue our 
activities, and once legislation 
was in place, we can register 
as a Jewish community. In fact, 
because of the problems of the 
Fa Lung Gong, that legislation 
was not enacted until a few 
years ago. 

At the same time, I began to 
negotiate with the government 
on use of the Ohel Rachel Syn-
agogue on Shaanxi Bei Road. 
We were first granted permis-
sion to use the synagogue on 
special religious holidays, such 
as Rosh Hashanah and Yom 
Kippur, Chanukah, etc. 

During this coming Shang-
hai Expo 2010, the synagogue 
will be available for us on every 
Shabbat, and we are negotiat-
ing for its full time use in the 
future. 

In Beijing, Rabbi Shimon 
Freundlich established the larg-
est Jewish school in China and 
the only kosher Jewish restau-
rant in China, called Dini’s. 

Mongolia
Recently, there has been in-
creased activity to develop a 
Jewish centre in Ulaanbaatar, 
Mongolia, where Jews have re-
sided for many years and where 
I have been active for many 
years. 

Chabad has sent a young 
man to conduct Pesach services 
there, this year as they have in 
the past. There are plans to send 
a full-time Rabbi to Ulaan-
baatar. 

 We were most fortunate 
to come to Singapore in 1963, 
when Jewish life was in its 
nadir in the region, and to see 
it flourish throughout Asia as 
it has until today. My family is 
most thankful for having the 
opportunity to play a small role 
in this development. 

 Supplied by David C. Buxbaum

David C. Buxbaum
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Sporting events in Israel to capture overseas participants

The 18th Jerusalem 
International Half 
M a r a t h o n ,  w a s 
held on 18 March. 

The route takes runners 
through the beautiful and 
unique Jerusalem landscape. 

This year’s winner of the 
Half Marathon was Bikale Beyze 
from Ethiopia. The distance 
course was 21.1 kilometres. 
There was also a 10 kilometre 
marathon course as a fun run. 
Thousands of runners from both 
Israel and overseas participated, 
with offers of 6 cash prizes in 18 
different race categories, split by 
age and gender.

 The two races began and 
ended at the Givat Ram stadium, 
tracing a challenging and slight-
ly hilly route through the city 
streets, past the Israel Museum, 
the Shrine of the Book, the Knes-
set and the Jerusalem Forest. 

Participants in the Half Mar-
athon were invited to attend a 
pasta dinner the night before the 
race and all received a T-shirt, 
certificate and medal, as well as 
an energy bar and drink at the 

end of the race, with fruits and 
ice on offer as well. 

The Mayor of Jerusalem, 
Nir Barkat, himself a marathon 
runner, is planning to host a full 
marathon during 2011 in the 

Sponsored by the Israel Min-
istry of Tourism, the five day 
event was held from 7-11 March, 
split into five stages, offering 
participants unrivalled views and 
experiences throughout the ever-
changing landscape of Israel, as 
well as the chance to compete in 
an important sporting event. 

Israeli national cycling 
champion Avihay Grinberg par-
ticipated in the inaugural Tour 
d’Israel race, which has already 
attracted riders from Israel and 
overseas. 

Riders pedal from the snow-
capped Mount Hermon in the 
North to sunny Eilat on the 
shores of the Red Sea - a 768 

Half Marathon

streets of Jerusalem.

Another event, in the tradi-
tion of the renowned Tour de 
France, Israel hosted its own 
country-wide cycling event, the 
first of its kind in the country. 

km cycling challenge passing 
through regions, cities and sites 
that evoke memories of biblical 
history.  

Sites and areas included in 
the tour are: the Galilee hills and 
their magnificent vistas, legend-
ary Masada, Negev Desert ex-
panses, the shores of the Medi-
terranean Sea, Nazareth and the 
Sea of Galilee, Jerusalem and 
Beersheba, the Jordan Valley and 
the Dead Sea.  

The competition ended in 
the resort city of Eilat on the 
Red Sea, giving participants the 
opportunity to enjoy some well-
earned rest and relaxation.

Bikers competing over the landscapeTour d’ Israel
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Health & Medical Issues

Up until 31 March, the World 
Health Organisation had 
maintained its global pan-
demic alert and response at 
level 6—the highest warning 
level. Hong Kong authori-
ties followed the advice from 
WHO all along.

While the New H1N1 Hu-
man Influenza hit Hong Kong 
peaking last summer, the ex-
pected major second winter 
wave did not occur. The influ-
enza activity increasing in Hong 
Kong between February and 
March 10 was not influenza A 
but influenza B (usually milder 
with less chances of mutation 
than influenza A). Another vi-
rus, respiratory syncytial virus 
(RSV), also became an epidem-
ic simultaneously.

In Hong Kong, as in East 

Update on HINI global pandemic 

Asia, Australia, New Zealand, 
and even North America and 
Western Europe, the New H1N1 
Human Influenza virus had de-
clining pattern of pandemic 
influenza activity, but many 
countries of Eastern Europe still 
reported some increased respi-
ratory disease activity in March, 
2010.

The WHO still advises that 
the vaccination against the new 
H1N1 Human Influenza is ef-
fective and safe, and should be 
given to the high risk groups, 
i.e. age groups of younger than 
6, and older than 65, health care 
workers, patients with chronic 
diseases, respiratory illnesses, 
immuno-deficiency, and preg-
nant women. Tamiflu is still an 
effective treatment in general.

So far, more than 100 mil-
lion new H1N1 human influen-
za vaccines were given globally, 
about half in mainland China, 
with no more side effects than  
those expected from seasonal 

influenza vaccines or other stan-
dard vaccines used to prevent 
viral diseases.

The most notorious com-
plication is Guillain Barre Syn-
drome (GBS), occurring in one 
in a million vaccinees, a risk 
similar to that for most viral 
vaccines. 

GBS can also occur 10-40 
days after viral infections. So 
far, in Hong Kong, two cases of 
GBS, an illness with paralysis 
of limbs, which might spread 
to muscles of the chest wall and 
swallowing apparatus, had been 
reported among vaccinees since 
21 December 2009, the start of 
the new H1N1 Human Influenza 
vaccination programme. 

The number of GBS after 
vaccination still lies within the 
baseline incidence which is 
about five per month or 60 per 
year. In fact, the Hong Kong 
government hospitals recorded 
at least seven cases of GBS 

without history of the new 
H1N1 Human Influenza vacci-
nation, since the start of the HIS 
vaccination programme on 21 
December 2009.

Another concern is the safe-
ty of vaccination in pregnant 
women. While the complaint 
of a Taiwanese woman with 
stillbirth after vaccination at-
tracted lots of media attention; 
and stillbirths and abortions had 
been reported within months of 
the vaccination programme in 
Hong Kong, they were not prov-
en to be sequelae of vaccination. 

Locally, hundreds of abor-
tions and dozens of stillbirths 
occur without history of H1N1 
vaccination within the same 
period, and the incidence of 
post-vaccination stillbirths and 
abortions is not higher than nor-
mal. The same observation was 
found globally proving that this 
vaccine is safe as other seasonal 
influenza vaccines produced. 

This New H1N1 Human In-
fluenza vaccine will be incorpo-
rated into the seasonal influenza 
vaccine for the coming Septem-
ber, in both South and Northern 
hemispheres. 

It could be available in in-
jection form or intranasal prep-
aration. When the new vaccine 
is available, it will replace the 
New H1N1 Human Influenza 
vaccine being used now. 

While I disagree with the 
futile and environmentally 
unfriendly measure of requir-
ing travellers to fill in a health 
declaration form when enter-
ing Hong Kong, which was 
practiced since the outbreak in 
North America, I do advise pa-
tients with history of fever and 
influenza-like illness to mention 
any contact with influenza pa-
tients in order to avoid spread-
ing the deadly disease around. 

Even in March, some pa-
tients including a 37 year old 
man without any chronic ill-
ness, and not belonging to any 
high risk groups developed fa-
tal pneumonia due to the New 
H1N1 Human Influenza. 

So we should not loosen our 
guard against the virus.

For any further advise you can email: 
yschandr@yahoo.com.hk

Supplied by 
Dr Alvin YS Chan, 
Specialist Paediatrician
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April Parashas 

3 April 2010 / 19 Nisan 5770:  SHABBAT CHOL HAMOED PESACH

The Torah reading for Shabbat Chol HaMoed Pesach is taken from Parashat Ki 
Tissa.  It contains the thirteen attributes of Mercy – a prayer which G-d gave to Mo-
ses, by which the Children of Israel could seek forgiveness for the sin of the Golden 
Calf. It is not only a prayer – we should aspire to emulate these attributes of mercy. 
The portion concluded with the command to keep Pesach as one of the Shalosh 
Regalim – the three foot festivals, when every Israelite male had to go up to the 
Temple.

10 April 2010 / 26 Nisan 5770:  SHEMINI / SHABBAT MEVARECHIM

The Torah teaches us what animals and fish we can eat, and what birds we cannot 
eat. Animals have to have cloven hooves and chew the cud. Fish have to have fins 
and scales. We cannot eat birds of prey. Additionally we cannot eat insects. Al-
though the Torah does not give us a direct reason for keeping the Kashrut laws, they 
are very closed linked to the command for us to be Holy and distance ourselves 
from foods and behaviour that impair us from achieving this.

17 April 2010 / 3 Iyar 5770:  TAZRIA / METZORAH

Two types of bodily spiritual impurity are described. The first occurs after child-
birth. After a period of 33 days in the case of a boy, and after 66 days in the case of 
a girl, the mother would complete this period by bringing an offering to the Temple. 

 2 April 9 April 16 April 23 April 30 April

Bangkok	 6:12	 6:12	 6:13	 6:14	 6:15
Beijing	 6:20	 6:27	 6:34	 6:41	 6:49
Guangzhou	 6:24	 6:27	 6:30	 6:33	 6:36
Hong	Kong	 6:21	 6:23	 6:26	 6:28	 6:31
Kathmandu	 6:03	 6:07	 6:11	 6:15	 6:18
Kobe	 6:02	 6:08	 6:13	 6:19	 6:24
Manila	 5:50	 5:51	 5:52	 5:53	 5:54
Mumbai	 6:35	 6:36	 6:38	 6:40	 6:42
Perth	 5:55	 5:46	 5:38	 5:30	 5:23
Shanghai	 5:55	 6:00	 6:04	 6:09	 6:14
Singapore	 6:54	 6:52	 6:51	 6:50	 6:49
Seoul	 6:37	 6:43	 6:49	 6:56	 7:02
Taipei	 5:52	 5:55	 5:58	 6:02	 6:05
Tokyo	 5:44	 5:50	 5:56	 6:02	 6:08

Candlelighting times are taken from Chabad.org.

ChinA
Beijing Chabad  
Kings Garden Villa,  
18 Xiao Yun Road, House D5A Chao 
Yang District 100016, Beijing,  
PR China  
Tel: (86) 10 6468  
www.chabadbeijing.com
Chabad of Ya Bao Lu 
Jian Guo Men Diplomatic Building, 
Building 3, 2F, Room 201, 
No. 223 Chaoyangmennei Street, 
Beijing, PR China 
Email: rabbaimendy08@gmail.com
Kehillat Beijing  
Capital Club Athletic Center, 
3rd Floor Ballroom, Capital Mansion, 
6 Xinyuan Nanlu Chaoyang District,  
Beijing, PR China 
Tel: (86) 10 6467 2225 
www.sinogogue.org
Shehebar Sephardic Center  
Alef-Beit Jewish Center 
Tower 2-3C, Fairview Garden,  
Chaowai Stree, Chaoyang,  
District 100020, Beijing, PR China  
Tel: (86) 10 8563 3205  
Email: ssc_beijing@yahoo.com
Guangzhou Chabad  
31 He Ping Lu, Overseas Village 
Guangzhou, China 
Tel: (86) 20 8376 7070 
www.chabadgz.org
Shanghai Chabad  
Shang-Mira Garden Villa #1 
89 South Shui Cheng Road 
Shanghai, 200336, PR China
Tel: (86) 21 6278 0225  
www.chinajewish.org

Shanghai Chabad Pudong
Apt. 301, Building No 39, Alley 333,  
Jinxiu Road, Pudong Shanghai, 
200135, PR China  
Tel: (86) 21 5878 2008  
www.chinajewish.org
Shehebar Sephardic Center  
1000 Gubei Road, Building B apt 
103, Shanghai, PR China 
Tel: (86) 159 0080 8733  
www.sscfareast.com
Shenzhen Chabad  
No.4, Block A, 
Guishan Xiaozhu Yanshan Road, 
Industrial Area, 
Shekou Nanshan District, 
Shenzhen, PR China
Tel: (86) 755 8207 0712 
Email: chabadsz@yahoo.com
www.chabadshenzhen.org

HONG KONG 
Jewish Community Centre 
One Robinson Place, 
70 Robinson Road, 
Mid-Levels, Hong Kong 
Tel: (852) 2801 5440 
www.jcc.org.hk
Chabad Hong Kong 
1/F Hoover Court,  
7-9 Macdonell Road,  
Mid-Levels, Hong Kong 
Tel: (852) 2523 9770 
www.chabadhk.org
Ohel Leah Synagogue  
70 Robinson Road,  
Mid-Levels, Hong Kong  
Tel: (852) 2589 2621 
www.ohelleah.org

United Jewish Congregation  
Jewish Community Centre,  
One Robinson Place,  
70 Robinson Road,  
Mid-Levels, Hong Kong 
Tel: (852) 2523 2985 
www.ujc.org.hk
Shuva Israel  
2/F Fortune House,  
61 Connaught Road, Central,  
Hong Kong  
Tel: (852) 2851 6300 
www.shuva-israel.com

KOWLOON
Kehilat Zion 
Unit 105, 1/F, Wing on Plaza,  
62 Mody Road, Tsim Sha Tsui East,  
Kowloon, Hong Kong 
Tel: (852) 2368 0061 
www.kehilat-zion.org
Chabad of Kowloon  
11 Hart Avenue, 2/F, Tsim Sha Tsui,  
Kowloon, Hong Kong 
Tel: (852) 2366 5770 
Email: kowloon@chabadhk.org

INDIA ( MUMBAI) 
Magen Hassidim Synagogue 
8 Mohd Shahid Marg, Agripada,  
Mumbai, India
Magen David Synagogue 
340 Sir J.J. Rd, Byculla, Mumbai, 
India 
Kenesseth Eliyahoo Synagouge 
43 Dr V.B. Gandhi Marg, Fort,  
Mumbai
Kurla Bene Israel 
275 C.S.T. Rd, Jewish Colony, Kurla 
(W) Mumbai, India

JAPAN 
Kobe: Ohel Shelomoh Synagogue  
and Community Center 
4-12-12, Kitano-cho,  
Chuo-ku, Kobe 650, Japan  
Tel: (81) 78 221 7236 
www.jcckobe.org
Tokyo Chabad 
1-5-23 Takanawa, Minato-ku,  
Tokyo Japan 108-0073 
Tel: (813) 5789 2846 
www.chabad.jp
Tokyo Jewish Community Center  
8-8 Hiroo 3-Chome, Shibuya-Ku,  
Tokyo 150 0012, Japan  
Tel: (813) 3400 2559 
www.jccjapan.or.jp

LAOS 
Chabad: Ban Pakham, Unit 03, 
46 Soulignavongsa Raod, 
Luangprabang, Laos 
Tel: (856) 20 508 2014

NEPAL  
Chabad House: GHA-2-516-4 
Thamel, Kathmandu-3, Nepal  
Tel: (977-1) 470 0492 
chabadnepal@hotmail.com

PHILIPPINES 
Beth Yaacov Synagogue  
110 H.V. de la Costa cnr, Tordesillas West, 
Salcedo Village, Makati City,  
Metro Manila 1227, The Philippines  
Tel: (632) 815 0265
Email: jap.manila@gmail.com

SINGAPORE 
Chesed-El Synagogue 
2 Oxley Rise, Singapore 238693 
Jacob Ballas Community Centre &
Maghain Aboth Synagogue  
24-26 Waterloo Street, Singapore 187950 
Tel: (65) 6337 2189 
www.singaporejews.org
United Hebrew Congregation (Reform)
email:uhcsingapore@hotmail.com
SOUTH KOREA
Chabad: 9-8 Dongbinggo-Dong, 
Yongsan-Gu, 140-770, Seoul,  
South Korea 
Tel: (822) 010 7730 3770 
www.chabadkr.com
TAIWAN 
Taipei Jewish Community  
16 Min Tsu East Road, Second Floor, 
Taipei, Taiwan, ROC 
Tel: (886) 2 2591 3565
email:einhorn912@xuite.net
THAILAND 
Jewish Association of Thailand  
121 Soi Sai Nam Thip 2,  
Sukhumvit Soi 22, Bangkok, Thailand
Tel: (662) 629 2770 
www.jewishthailand.com
Chabad of Thailand 
96 Rambutttri St. 
Banglamphu, 102000 Bangkok, 
Thailand 
www.chabadthailand.com
VIETNAM
Chabad: 121/137 Le Loi St. Ben 
Nghe, Ward District 1 
Ho-chi-minh City, Viet Nam 
Tel: (84) 8 821 8055
chabadvietnam@gmail.com

JEWISH COMMUNITIES IN ASIA

  

Candle Lighting Times for April

The second, which is incorrectly termed as leprosy, comes in several forms af-
fecting the body and the home. Our sages deduce the cause of Tzara’as is Lashon 
HaRah – speaking badly about others, which can have the effect of excluding the 
target of such talk from the community. The remedy is to exclude the speaker him-
self while he or she undergoes spiritual purification.

24 April 2010 / 10 Iyar 5770: ACHAREI MOT / KEDOSHIM

The Parasha of Acharei Mot is possibly the best known Parasha in the whole To-
rah, whereas Kedoshim is one of the most important. Acharei Mot is read on Yom 
Kippur and contains the key Yom Kippur service that was performed by the Kohel 
Gadol. It also contains the important principle that we must live by the Torah. Juda-
ism is about living our lives and thereby fulfilling the Mitzvah of being Holy. We do 
this by keep the important laws of incest – of certain relationships that are forbid-
den to us; of honouring and fearing our parents; of keeping Shabbat; of keeping the 
laws of Sha’atness (not wearing clothes with a mixture of flax and wool) and many 
other key laws that are listed in Kedoshim, and especially the law of laving your 
neighbour, which according to Rabbi Akiva is a key Torah principle.

1 May 2010 / 17 Iyar 5770: EMOR

Every one has a command to be holy. One way this is achieved is to separate one-
self from all matters that may taint oneself and prevent achieving a state of purity. 
The Kohanim by the very nature of their position and service in the Temple services 
are commanded to uphold a very high standard of holiness and purity. They there-
fore are not allowed to come into contact with the dead, with the exception of their 
seven closest relatives, and they are not allowed to marry a divorcee or a convert. 
The Kohen who has any physical blemish is also precluded from serving in the 
Temple. The ordinary Jew is also able to maintain a state of sanctity by keeping 
Kashrut, Shabbat and the Festivals, and all also be separating himself from profane 
matters.

Yom Hashoah:
12	April	2010	(28	Nisan	5770)

Rosh Chodesh:
14	April	2010	(30	Nisan	5770)
15	April	2010	(1	Iyar	5770)

Yom Hazikaron:
19	April	2010	(5	Iyar	5770)

Yom Ha’Atzmaut:
20	April	2010	(6	Iyar	5770)

HOLIDAYS/ FASTS/ ROSH CHODESH/ SPECIAL DAYS
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